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Welcome to TAFE Creates 2024, the hallmark 
event of the VTA calendar. This annual event 
provides a platform for members to engage and 
discuss challenges and opportunities and develop 
practical and actionable ideas.

We recognise the power of collaboration and 
networking. TAFE Creates 2024 is a face-to-face 
event, and proudly hosted by RMIT Melbourne.

The Victorian TAFE Association 
acknowledges the Traditional Custodians 
of Country throughout Australia and their 
connections to land, sea and community. 
We pay our respect to their Elders past 
and present and extend that respect to 
all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples today.

Scan to download 
the TAFE Value & 
Perception 
Challenge report

Visit us at
vta.vic.edu.au

The VTA on
LinkedIn

Connect with the VTA
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Combining deep sector expertise with powerful cloud-first
technology, ReadyTech is home to the education market’s most
trusted student management, learning experience and skills
assessment technology including JR Plus, Ready LMS and Ready
Skills.

With an open ecosystem approach that connects educators to
game-changing, best-of-breed technology partners at the forefront
of innovation, ReadyTech's student management technology is truly
purpose-built for the modern TAFE.

That's the power of connected and trusted Education technology.
That's the power of ReadyTech. 

Shaping the next generation of
student management with an
open ecosystem approach

Ready to shape the future of TAFE?
Visit readytafe.io



Conference Program
Day 1 (Morning): Thursday, August 8, 2024
Location: RMIT Melbourne – Storey Hall, Building 16, 342 Swanston St, Melbourne
MC: Claire Field

TIME SESSION

7:45 am – 9:00 am Registration and networking breakfast – Storey Hall, RMIT

9:00 am Conference opening
MC: Claire Field

9:10 am Welcome to country. Wurundjeri Elder – Tony Garvey

9:20 am VTA Board Chair welcome
Speaker: Allison Jenvey OAM

9:25 am Minister Keynote: Victorian TAFE delivering for students, industry and 
communities
Speaker: The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Skills and TAFE

9:40 am Sponsor acknowledgement
MC: Claire Field

9:45 am Sponsor welcome – ReadyTech

9:50 am Morning tea

10:30 am – 11:40 am Keynote (panel): Social, economic and political trends that TAFE leaders 
need to know
Facilitator: Claire Field
Speakers: Ashley Fell
 Amit Singh

11:40 am – 12:30 pm Stream 1: The Universities Accord: 
Coming together or further 
differentiated? The future of the 
tertiary education sector
Facilitator: Claire Field
Speakers: Madelyn Bolch

Craig Robertson
Stephen Varty

12:30 pm – 1:35 pm Lunch

Stream 2: Creating skilled 
Victorians: The industry and TAFE 
shared responsibility
Facilitator: Michael Fung
Speakers: Dr Rebecca Casson

Katrina Currie
Felicia Mariani



Conference Program
Day 1 (Afternoon): Thursday, August 8, 2024
Location: RMIT Melbourne – Storey Hall, Building 16, 342 Swanston St, Melbourne
Dinner Location: Arts Centre Melbourne, 100 St Kilda Rd, The Pavilion Room
MC: Claire Field

TIME SESSION

1:35 pm – 2:35 pm Keynote (panel): Collaboration leadership: Insights for the TAFE network
Facilitator: Claire Field
Speakers: Nicole Bartholomeusz

Michael Gorton AM
Gary Workman

2:45 pm – 4:30 pm Site tours

3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Afternoon tea – Building 78 Student Lounge, RMIT

4:30 pm Site tours conclude

6:00 pm Welcome drinks and canapés
Location: Arts Centre Melbourne, 100 St Kilda Road

6:45 pm Guests seated

6:50 pm Welcome
MC: Claire Field
Speaker: Allison Jenvey OAM

7:00 pm Welcome to Melbourne
Speaker: Cr Nicholas Reece

7:10 pm Conference dinner
Location: Arts Centre Melbourne, 100 St Kilda Road

7:45 pm Dinner keynote – Paul Guerra, Chief Executive, Victorian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry
Speaker: Paul Guerra

8:45 pm – 9:15 pm Fireside chat – RMIT Teachers and Students of the year
Speakers: Iftekhar Khan (Teacher)

Suzanne Thomson (Teacher)
Olivia Cooper (Student)
Luke Pattison (Student)

10:00 pm Conference dinner concludes



Conference Program

TIME SESSION

8:30 am – 9:00 am Breakfast – The Capitol Theatre, RMIT

9:00 am – 9:15 am Welcome back
MC: Michael Fung

9:15 am – 10:15 am Keynote: Navigating change with Gus Balbontin
Speaker: Gus Balbontin

10:15 am – 10:45 am Morning tea

10:45 am – 11:45 am Keynote (panel): The TAFE experience from a student perspective
Facilitator: Mish Eastman
Speakers: David Carney
 Lou McNoughton (Student)
 Erica Montealto (Student)
 Carol Yap (Student)

11:45 am – 12:45 pm Stream 3: Leading the next tech
revolution at TAFE
Facilitator: Dhawal Jaggi
Speakers: Janelle Arena

Jemma Horsley
Shane Palmada
Grant Radford
Travis Smith

12:45 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch

1:30 pm – 2:00 pm Keynote: Response from Government
Speaker: Dr Xavier Csar

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Keynote (panel): Leveraging the Victorian TAFE network to benefit 
students, industry and communities
Facilitator: Michael Fung
Speakers: Frances Coppolillo
 Allison Jenvey OAM

Laura Macpherson
Tony Nippard

3:00 pm – 3:15 pm Closing speech
Speaker: Allison Jenvey OAM

3:15 pm Conference wrap up
MCs: Claire Field & Michael Fung

3:30 pm Conference close

Stream 4: TAFE centres of excellence, 
productivity and prosperity: 
Designing a Victorian model
Facilitator: Michael Fung
Speakers: Mish Eastman
 Joe Ormeno
 Christine Robertson

Day 2: Friday, August 9, 2024
Location: RMIT Melbourne – Capitol Theatre, 113 Swanston St, Melbourne
MC: Michael Fung



RMIT Showcase Tours

Building 70 Carpentry
The Carpentry workshop and space is utilised by 
building and construction students and carpentry 
apprentices. It is fully equipped for students to build 
a house frame from the ground up, i.e. stumps 
bearers floor joists wall frames pitched roofs, 
including the installation of doors windows and 
external wall cladding.
The carpentry and building students also use the 
sand pit L/1 for a levelling exercise.

Co2 Lab
The first of its kind in Australia, RMIT launched a 
new Co2 Training Facility in 2023 that is the most 
advanced refrigeration and air conditioning 
training system in the Asia-Pacific region.
This facility gives students the opportunity to work 
hands-on with the latest cutting-edge technology, 
whilst educating them about the latest industry 
trends.
The Co2 Training facility is used for RMIT students, 
and provides an industry training platform for 
local, national and international cohorts.

Community Apartment
The community apartment and mini ward is a 
shared simulated space for Allied Health Assistants, 
Disability workers and Aged Care students.
Students’ practical experience includes daily living 
activities: getting in and out of bed, using the 
shower, making and eating meals, and basic tasks 
like opening doors for clients in wheelchairs, on 
crutches or with some other form of impairment.
Students also learn how to transfer clients from 
wheelchair to bed and vice versa. This newly 
finished practical space provides hands-on training 
for students.

Engineering
Mechanical/Aerospace/Civil workshops provide all 
the relevant industrial equipment for these highly 
specialised disciplines of study within the 
engineering sector.
The engineering spaces utilise current industry 
trends and methodologies on machinery that is 
widely used in their respective industrial areas.

ITC Labs
ITC Lab tour will take you through networking lab 
57.6.01 where students conduct lab experiments 
using routers and switches to enhance their 
computer and networking skills.
This includes setting up basic networking 
configurations, VPNs, configuring data centre 
virtualisation, and troubleshooting common 
technical problems.

Media Precinct
This tour will showcase the Media Precinct and 
industry grade equipment and spaces. RMIT 
teaching staff include world-class industry experts 
who work in broadcast production and live 
streaming, allowing students to gain industry-level 
skills and prepare for employment upon 
graduation.
Close links with community television, such as C31, 
and RMITV provide students the opportunity to 
practise their skills and knowledge and extend their 
experience while completing their qualification.

Plumbing Spaces
In the Plumbing space, students experience 
practical hands-on training. Students install below 
ground stormwater and sanitary draining systems 
connecting to commercial and domestic 
applications. They also install water mains and 
experience a trench shoring exercise in the 18m 
long x 8m wide x 2.8m deep sand pit.
The other half of the plumbing space is the general 
workshop where students weld ferrous and 
nonferrous metal piping to install gas and hot and 
cold-water systems to boilers, hot water services 
both storage tanks and instantaneous models as 
used in both the domestic and commercial 
applications.

Sculpture Studio & Printmaking Studio
The Sculpture and printmaking studios provide 
optimal environments to enhance students’ 
creativity.
Equipped with sculpting tools and an impressive 
collection of vintage equipment, the studios offer a 
diverse range of tools for artists to explore the 
creative process, whilst providing an atmosphere 
which enhances artistic exploration and growth.
The printing studio is a space where chemical and 
mechanical processes are combined to produce 
fantastic works of art.

Sound Studio
The sound production suite at RMIT has state-of-
the-art facilities, a wide range of professional 
audio equipment, and industry-connected 
instructors.
A tour of the Sound Studio will take you through the 
practical, hands-on spaces where students learn. 
Walk through a studio, lab and live venue-based 
training facilities.
Students learn to operate audio equipment to 
amplify, enhance, record, mix or reproduce sound 
in many contexts, including studio recording, pre-
production, live sound, sound and music 
reinforcement (in television, radio, film, and 
multimedia) and broadcast.
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At Crayon, we help our customers build the commercial and technical foundation for a successful and secure
cloud-first, digital transformation journey.

Crayon helps Tertiary Education Institutions like Victorian TAFE Association Members through:
Providing technical expertise across Cloud, Security, Data & AI, Software and Cloud Advisory, Dynamics, and Modern
Workplace engagements.
Being the #1 Microsoft Partner in APAC, we work with customers to optimise the value of their Microsoft investments.
We utilise our strategic relationships and accreditations with all major leading technology vendors to help control costs,
and focus spending on the right outcomes.

Join 80,000+ of our customers globally who trust us to represent their best interests in every negotiation.

Crayon is here to help you optimise to innovate.

crayon.com Visit us to collect a coffee keep cup and talk to our experts on projects we have
done in the sector and how we can help your organisation.

Software
procurement

IT cost
management

Cloud
services

Data & AI
solutions



P A R T N E R I N G  
F O R  S U C C E S S
In today’s rapidly changing employment and 
industrial relations landscape, access clear 
and practical advice from a legal partner that 
understands your specific needs.

As a trusted partner to the education, TAFE and regulatory sectors,  
Lander & Rogers’ specialist lawyers provide advice and guidance  
to help you navigate change and act with confidence.

Access a full range of workplace services and advice related to:

• industrial disputes
• negotiating enterprise agreements
• recruitment
• management and dismissal of employees
• interfacing with contractors
• workplace investigations
• mediation and conflict resolution.

Kaitlyn Gulle 
Partner 

D +61 3 9269 9532
E kgulle@landers.com.au

Will Spargo  
Partner 

D +61 3 9269 9639
E wspargo@landers.com.au

landers.com.au



PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING
The VDC Professional Learning Program provides 
an extensive range of continuing professional learning 
for the VET teaching and broader workforce through 
highly engaging and interactive webinars, half and full 
day workshops, eLearns and special events.

There are no membership fees to access VDC services.

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE:

Level 8, 379 Collins Street, Melbourne VIC 3000
P  1300 917 150 | E info@vdc.edu.au | W www.vdc.edu.au

  FACEBOOK 
VET DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

  INSTAGRAM 
  @vetdevelopmentcentre

  TWITTER 
  @VDCeduau

  LINKEDIN 
VET DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

online.rmit.edu.au

RMIT Online offers a 
world-class education 
that delivers industry-
relevant, job-ready 
skills and knowledge to 
transform your career

100% online, built and facilitated 
with industry leaders, and backed 
by RMIT University.



We are a leading strategic partner for 
the TAFE sector.

We are proud to support TAFEs to deliver transformative 
programs, improve management and digital systems, and 
develop high-performing leaders.

nousgroup.com

Expert, 
meet 
ease.
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Give your students a memorable 

digital credential experience

info@myequals.edu.au
myequals.edu.au | myequals.ac.nz

Specialising in audio visual conferencing, 
awards nights, hybrid events, training 
seminars and expos. 

Our team of dedicated specialists are 
here to lead you every step of the way.

Get in touch today.

MYLES
AUDIO VISUAL

melbourne@mylesav.com.au | 03 9499 5097 | mylesav.com.au



2024 Speakers

The Hon. Gayle 
Tierney MP

Minister for Skills and TAFE, 
Minister for Regional 

Development

Cr Mayor Nicholas 
Reece

Lord Mayor
City of Melbourne

Janelle Arena
Chief Industry and 
Education Officer

Bendigo Kangan Institute

Gus Balbontin

Madelyn Bolch
Pro Vice-Chancellor and 

Chief Executive
Swinburne University of 

Technology

David Carney
Executive Director

Career Industry Council 
of Australia

Dr Rebecca CassonNicole 
Bartholomeusz

Chief Executive
cohealth

Olivia Cooper
Advanced Diploma of Music 

(Sound Production)
RMIT University

Frances Coppolillo
CEO

Melbourne Polytechnic
VTA Board Member

Dr Xavier Csar
CEO

Office of TAFE 
Coordination and Delivery

Katrina Currie
Director of Engagement

Victorian Skills Authority

View full bios for each speaker
Scan this QR code or visit www.tafecreates.com.au/speakers 



2024 Speakers

Ashley Fell
Director of Advisory

McCrindle

Claire Field (MC)
Principal

Claire Field & Associates

Michael Fung (MC)
Partner

PwC

Michael Gorton AM
Board Chair

Holmesglen Institute
VTA Board Member

Paul Guerra
Chief Executive

Victorian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry

Jemma Horsley
National Skills Schools and 

Early Childhood Lead 
Partner

KPMG Australia

Dhawal Jaggi
Partner, Data and AI

KPMG

Allison Jenvey OAM
Board Chair

Wodonga TAFE
VTA Board Chair

Iftekhar Khan
VE Teacher, Engineering 

& Electro Tech
RMIT University

Laura Macpherson
CEO

TAFE Gippsland
VTA Board Member

Felicia Mariani
CEO

VTIC (Victorian Tourism 
Industry Council)

View full bios for each speaker
Scan this QR code or visit www.tafecreates.com.au/speakers 

Mish Eastman
Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

Vocational Education and 
Vice-President

RMIT University



2024 Speakers

Tony Nippard
Board Member

Box Hill Institute
VTA Board Member

Joe Ormeno
CEO

The Gordon Institute 
of TAFE

Luke Pattison
Advance Diploma of 

Surveying
RMIT University

Shane Palmada
Executive Director 

Education and Training
TAFE Queensland

Grant Radford
CEO

Box Hill Institute

Craig Robertson
CEO

Victorian Skills Authority

Christine Robertson
Interim CEO

Canberra Institute 
of Technology

Amit Singh
Managing Partner

Mandala

Travis Smith
Education Industry Lead
Microsoft Australia / NZ

Suzanne Thomson
Program Coordinator Screen, 

Media & Digital Technology
RMIT University

Stephen Varty
CEO

Chisholm

Gary Workman
Executive Director

Apprenticeship 
Employment Network

Carol Yap
Diploma of Business

RMIT University

Erica Montealto
Advanced Diploma of Engineering 

(Civil Eng Design)
RMIT University

View full 
speaker bios
Scan this QR code or
visit tafecreates.com.au

Lou McNoughton
Diploma Lab Technology

RMIT University




